Uncommon Horse Sense at the Dodge County Fair 
By: Linda Schettle
Clinician Dave Kluge and his wife Roxanne have brought horses back to the Dodge County fair after a two decade’s long absence.  This is the second year Dave and Roxanne have presented their Uncommon Horse Sense seminars in the Animart Round Pen Arena.  Who knew? 
Dave is an UNCOMMON guy, with an uncommon background.  Among his many accomplishments are: martial arts instructor, licensed pilot, teaching degree in education, and he’s an architectural designer.  (There’s probably more, but you discover these things slowly over time…Like his poetry recitation skills…Baxter Black look out)
He recently moved to Wisconsin from Colorado.  My horse and I couldn’t be happier.  Here’s why:
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I have a half-arab, half saddlebred horse named Regale Thunder.  He’s a great horse, but he has baggage.  Over the years, he’s brought down solid oak stall doors, and been caught in gates, discouraged many veterinarians, and is so claustrophobic he can’t be kept in a round pen for any length of time.  You’ve got the picture, beautiful, but problematic.  I didn’t ride Thunder very often and never outside of an arena.  He has a nice personality, but he’s nervous when it comes to new things, and that translates to scary when the horse is about 16 hands and jumpy.  
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Then I received a phone message from Dave and Roxanne Kluge that I had to listen to more than once to be certain I’d heard it correctly:  They wanted Thunder for their demonstrations at the fair???  I casually mentioned this to a few of my fellow boarders and watched as their eyes widened and heard someone comment: (Kluges) must be adrenalin junkies. As surprised as I was, I also believed in the Kluges and I knew it would really benefit Thunder.
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First, I had to get him into the trailer. Now, I watch RFD TV, have all the videos, and read horse books nonstop, but after an exhausting and somewhat dangerous session, I gave up and called Dave who came over and restarted Thunder’s trail loading education.  I was amazed at Dave’s patience and inner strength as he loaded and unloaded, loaded and unloaded, loaded and unloaded…until he was finally satisfied that Thunder was comfortably  ready for the trip to Beaver Dam.  I figured it was the martial arts training kickin’ in.  Wax on, Wax off…  Time means nothing to Dave when it comes to horse training.
The next day I went to the fair almost expecting the worst.  The Kluges had a printed schedule of the seminars they intended to present, weather permitting.  The classes included some basics: leading, lunging, getting ready for the farrier, safety and one rein stops; and progressed to advanced information such as lateral movement, directional control from the seat, trail obstacles, trimming your own horse, getting the horse ready for roping, and a horse starting demonstration.  I slipped into a chair and looked over the schedule.  Dave was teaching as I [image: image4.jpg]


glanced around wondering where Thunder was.  They had some cute donkeys and a standardbred horse in the pipe stalls that were up for adoption from Racer Placers, and then I realized that Dave was on Thunder!  It didn’t register at first because I so rarely saw Thunder under saddle, standing quietly, with a peaceful look in his eyes.  He looked so different, I didn’t recognize him!  There were kids running by with goats on lead ropes, tractors and farm equipment firing up, amusement rides and all of the commotion that goes with a fair and yet…there was Thunder, happily chewing in front of the audience, waiting for Dave’s instructions.  I was thunderstruck by the change in his attitude.

Dave patiently explained to the audience, and the horse, what he was doing, and why.  I couldn’t believe how the slightest shift of weight in the saddle and a touch of the rein on the rope halter could elicit movements from my horse.  He explained that Thunder is a sensitive horse and likes subtle cues. Notice that Thunder’s bridle is a rope halter.
The presentations were the genuine article. He treated children who asked questions with the same respect and attention that he gave adults.  People had a hard time figuring out what they were selling.  No music or fancy special effects, just a sharing of the best of what he’s learned from the best horsemen: Tom Dorrance, Ray Hunt, and Buck Brannaman to name a few and his own personal  experiences which include mustang round ups, cattle work, and preparing horses for driving, and conducting clinics throughout the United States and abroad.  Dave has personally started more than 500 horses, many of which had been labeled “un-trainable,” and rejected by other trainers. Not one of them bucked when ridden for the first time.
Since the fair, there have been many comments on the new and improved Thunder.  
I can ride him now, without fear, and he’s a happier horse.
In the past, I’ve tried to go online or into a tack store to buy training, which hasn’t worked.  That’s why I appreciated the training sessions so much. They have a vital message to share.
Check them out next summer. 

It’s an asset having horses and the Kluges at the Dodge County Fair in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin.                                                                     
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